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1885. solid  achievements  in legislation  had to  be  set

an Egyptian policy which was one long series of
blunders between the overthrow of Arabi in 1882
and the Convention of London in 1885. There
remained Ireland. What a brave and resolute man
could do Lord Spencer had there done. Serious
agrarian crime had ceased to exist. Those Invin-
cibles who had not perished on the scaffold were in
penal servitude, and the dislocated foundations of
society had been restored. The spirit of nationality,
on the other hand, was as strong as it had ever
been, and the extension of the franchise was sure
to strengthen it still further. The Parnellites
in the House of Commons made up the recent
majority against the Government more than three
times over, Mr. Parnell was avenged on Lord
Spencer, and had turned him out of Dublin Castle,
by adroitly using one British party against the
other. Mr. Forster put him in prison, and as he
left prison Mr. Forster left Downing Street. Lord
Spencer had carried coercion against him, and he
had carried conciliation against Lord Spencer.
Against a Coalition he would have been powerless.
But he believed that such a Coalition was impos-
sible, and he reckoned on getting what he wanted
from his new friends. How far he was satisfied,
how far he was disappointed, what other allies he
sought and obtained, it will be for the final volume
of this History to show.